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Dear Mr. Kanga: M-Town Office

Subject: Reactor Coolant Purification System Ion Exchanger Hastes

I am responding to GPUNC letter 4410-84-L-0066, dated April 18, 1984, from E.
Kintner to H. Denton requesting relief from the commitment to prepare the
Reactor Coolant Purification System lon Exchange resin for off-site shipment
in late 1984. This commmitment is contained in GPUNC lotter 4410-82-L-0026
dated October B, 1982. The bases for your request are that deferral of resin
removal from the demineralizer vessels will not present a hazard to the public
health and safety and that the deferral would allow additional resources to be
devoted to the reactor defueling effort. Our review of your request and
discussion of the technical issues with members of your staff in a meeting on
iay 15, 1984, concluded the following:

1. Efforts already completed to characterize the contents of the
demineralizer vessels indicate that there are no chemically corrosive
species present and that the proposed elution process will be able to
remove 90 percent of the activity from the resins.

2. There are no hazards associated with combustible gas generation in the
demineralizer vessels because of the low gas generation rate and means
exist for venting of the vessels to the waste gas system.

3. Deferral of resin removal and preparation for shipment will contribute
significant resources to the defueling effort.

4. Delay of shipment of the purification demineralizer resins will not
adversely impact future funding or planning for shipment of other
abnormal wastes.

5, Delay of resin removal will not impact on any plans for future
modifications to the spent resin tanks.

We therefore approve your request for relief from your commitment contingent
upon cur approval of your Safety Evaluation Report (SER) for cesium elution.
The SER will need to address the following technical issues related to storage
of the eluted resin in the demineralizer vessels until later in the plant
cleanup schedule.
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Hr, B, K. Kanga

You will proceed with plans to elute tne cesium Trom the resin in the
demineralizer vessels and process the eluenl strean.
will include acceptable means to quantitatively determine the
effectiveness of the process.

May 25, 1984

The elution process

If the 90 percent activity removal goal is

not met, you are requested to re-evaluate your purificaetion demincralizer

plans and report vour conclusions to this office for our review.

2.  Upon completion of the eluticn, the resin will remain in the
derineralizer vessels in water of such @ quality to assure material
cumpatibility and a nen-corrosive environient commensurate with the
planned length of the storage period.

3.  You will implement approved procedures tor the menitoring and paintaining
of the system integrity after elution.
4. You will provide, operate and maintain present fire detection and

protection ¢ uipment in the areas near the purification demineralizer
cubicles.

If these issues are adequately addressed, deferral of the resin removal will

not jeopardize the health and satety of the public, and the potential
anvironmental effects from this action fall within the SCupn of cenditions
previously considered in the PEIS.

Lake H. Barrett
Deputy Pregram Director
Tl Program Office
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