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Subject: Reactor Coolant Purification System Ion Exchanger \lastes 

I am responding to GPUNC letter 4410-84-L-0066, dated April 18, 1984, from E. 
Kintner to II. Denton requesting relief from the COII'Iltitment to prepare the 
Reactor Coolant Purification System Ion Exchange resin for off-site shipment 
in late 1984. This comrmitment is contained in GPUilC letter 4410-82-L-0026 
dated October 8, 1982. The bases for your request are that deferral of resin 
removal from the demineralizer vessels will not present a hazard to the public 
health and safety and that the deferral would allow additional resources to be 
d'voted to the reactor defueling effort. Our review of your request and 
discussion of the technical issues with members of your staff in a meeting on 
r~y 15, 1984, concluded the following: 

1. Efforts already completed to characterize the contents of the 
demineralizer vessels indicate that there are no chemically corrosive 
species present and that the proposed elution process will be able to 
remove 90 percent of the activity from the resins. 

2. There are no hazards associated with combustible gas generation in the 
demineralizer vessels because of the low gas generation rate and means 
exist for venting of the vessels to the waste gas syste1a. 

3. Deferral of resin removal and preparation for shipment will contribute 
significant resources to the defueling effort. 

4. Delay of shipment of the purification. demineralizer resins will not 
adversely impact future funding or planning for sh1pment of other 
abnormal wastes. 

5. Delay of resin removal will not impact on any pldns for future 
modifications to the spent resin tanks. 

We therefore approve your request for relief front your c011111itment contingent 
upon our approval of your Safety Evaluation Report (SER) for cesium elution. 
The SER will need to address the following technical issues related to storage 
of the eluted resin in the demineralizer vessels until later in the plant 
cleanup schedule. 
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1. You will proceed \ti th plans to elute tne ces1u:1 f t·om the r r:si n 1n the 
der1inP.ralhcr vt!sse ls and process the e lue nt. stream. The e luti on oroctss 
w11 t include acceptable r~euns to quantita tively cJet~::noine the 
t:ffcctiveness of the process. If the 90 pe rce nt activity •·enov.1 1 ')Oa l i s 
not met, you are requested ro 1"1.!-evaluate your purific<lti!'n detr• i•ll: rali Ler 
plJns and report your conclusions to this office for our review. 

2 . Upon CO!i'p) etion nf the eluti on , th t= r t!sin will r c1'\d i n in the 
dl'rninerali:er vesse ls in \'lel t er of such a qua lity to a ssure rna !.eri .:~ l 
cumpa t. ibil i ty 1111d a non-corros i v"' t! llvi r .:.nnen t. COimK'nSUI'He with t ht! 
plann~d length of the storug(: period. 

3. You will implement. app1·ovcd procedurt:!i r or the PlOnitoring and r a i n t<ll nin9 
of the system integrity after e lution. 

4. You will provide , operate and mainta in JH'cscnt fir~ det ecti o11 01nd 
protection t: .,uipment in the areas near th~ purification demi n~ r.1liz~r 
cubicles. 

If these issues are adequate l.v ilddrt-sst d, de ferr.1 1 of the rec; in r emoval 1-1111 
not jeopardize the health and safety of the public, and tht! potential 
en vi ronmentu 1 effects from this act ion fa 11 ~1i thin the s cope of conditi ons 
previously consider~d in the PEIS. 

cc: J. llarton 
H. Rogdll 
E. Kintner 
R. Freemennan 
A. Hiller 
J. Larson 
J. Byrne 

L"ke H. aarrett 
Deputy Program Director 
THI Pro9r~m Office 
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